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The Mazda RX-8 is a brand new model that uses Mazda’s new Rotary Engine [13B-
MSP], an engine which Mazda used its best talent to develop. This Rotary Engine is not
Turbo Charged as past ones have been, but rather, is naturally aspirated. The body style
is 4 door freestyle and is the first Rotary Engine powered 4 door vehicle since the Ruche
model (sold in Japan) was dropped in the early 1990’s. The RX-8 comes with 2 engine
sizes, 250 hp and 210 hp engines. The standard model uses the name RX-8, (without a
grade name) and comes with a SMT or 4AT. The more luxurious type E model comes
with a full set of features and is available only with a 4AT. The standard and type E
models come with a 210 hp engine. The 250 hp engine is used only in the type S model
where it is coupled with a 6MT. Our test drive of the vehicle took place on the twin link
circuit and the outer circuit drive. We performed the test drive in a type S model with a
250 hp engine. As we accelerated at full throttle out of the pit road, we were exhilarated
with an acceleration that contained no hesitation, typical of rotary engines. The engine
speed and acceleration were synchronized, providing acceleration free of the sensation of
being pushed that former turbo-charged rotary engines had. The engine provided
constant torque right up to the red zone of 9000 rpm. The smoothness of the acceleration
allows no room for complaint.
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The feel of the vertically oriented gear shift was also nice. The shift stroke was
somewhat compact; however shifting was not difficult and it was easy to choose our
desired gear. The RX-8 can be placed high in the ranks of the 6MT models. Its handling
also leaves an impression of smoothness. The steering handles nicely around corners.
The steering’s response when starting a turn was good while the rise in the cornering
force was gentle, so it was not difficult to steer. The suspension is a type that moves in
unison for gripping of the road, therefore it provides a comfortable ride while maintaining
high performance limits. While making turns at high speeds it retains a firm grip and
there is never a feeling that road grip is lost. Differing from the RX-7, the RX-8 is built
more as a fun-to-drive sports car for adults. (Moroboshi, Youichi — Author)
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